YW RETREAT

FISHERS OF MEN

WEDNESDAY morning

INTRODUCE THEME

After the Savior’s Resurrection, Peter and other disciples went fishing one evening. However, “that night they caught nothing.  Jesus came to them and said to cast their nets out on the right side of their ship.  Peter told Jesus that they had toiled all night and had caught nothing.  Nevertheless, the men cast out their nets and caught more fish then their nets could hold.   When Peter saw what had happened, he feel down at Jesus’ knees saying I am a sinful man.

And Jesus replied to him:  Matthew 4:19-20

Do any of you know what it means to be a fisher of men?  Just as Christ called these men to come with him and teach his gospel, we too can accept the call to teach the gospel, to serve others as he did, and to help bring others to Him.  

Each day we decide what we will do and what we will not do.  When we choose to obey the commandments cheerfully, fellowshipping others, sharing Christlike love with others, we become the handmaids of the Lord and fishers of men and cast our nets on the right side of our own ships. We simply go and do the things the Lord has commanded, even when we are weary, trusting that He will help us to do exactly as He asks.  As we do so, the Lord helps our faith become more stronger.

FISHING HATS-Give each girl a hat

All good fishing men wear fishing hats.  Each of you are being given the assignment to Come and Be Fishers of Men.  We have a fisherman’s hat for each of you to wear.  As we spend time together for the next 3 days, your leaders will have opportunities to discuss with you certain objects that tie into being a “Fisher of Men”.  You will be able to add all those items onto your hat.  

GOOD DEED FISHING NET-Give each girl a net pin for her hat (was made my taking a small foam fish and placing it into a black piece of netting (tule).  Glue a pin onto the back of the netting.)

FISHING NET-  When fishermen use fishing nets, it was useful because it could catch many fish at one time.  We can liken a fishing net to the gospel of Jesus Christ……when we bring or “catch” others in the net, we are helping them “come unto Christ”.  
Display the fishing net.  Explain how it will be hung someplace in the room.  During the course of the next 3 days, each of you will be encouraged to perform “good deeds” for each other.  When a good deed is performed, take a fish and add it to the net.   Hopefully by the end of our time together, we will have a full net of fishes representing that we are all “Fishers of Men” and helping each other feel good by sharing the love of Christ with one another.  

WEDNESDAY EVENING

FISHING LINE-Give line pin for hats (take a piece of fishing line (we used the bright green kind) and wrap up and tie it together.  Glue a pin onto the back of the line)

When fishing, you must keep your fishing line tight and straight so it does not get tangled.  Liken this to holding onto the iron rod.  Staying on a straight path helps keep us untangled from making bad choices.

FISHING BOBBER-Give bobber pin for hats (take a fishing bobber and hot glue a pin onto it)

A bobber is used to help you know where your fishing line is.   Sometimes in our lives we are unsure of ourselves.  When we follow the commandments our Heavenly Father has given to us, we will always know where we stand.  The bobber is like having the Holy Ghost with you.  As long as you have it in your sight and keep it above the water, you won’t sink

THURSDAY

READ STORY-NOTHING IS TOO BIG FOR GOD

	

	Two men went fishing. One man was an experienced fisherman, the other wasn't. Every time the experienced fisherman caught a big fish, he put it in his ice chest to keep it fresh. Whenever the inexperienced fisherman caught a big fish, he threw it back. 

The experienced fisherman watched this go on all day and finally got tired of seeing this man waste good fish. "Why do you keep throwing back all the big fish you catch?" he asked. The inexperienced fisherman replied, "I only have a small frying pan." 

Sometimes, like that fisherman, we throw back the big plans, the big dreams, the big jobs and the big opportunities that God gives us. Our faith is too small. We laugh at that fisherman who didn't figure out that all he needed was a bigger frying pan; yet how ready are we to increase the size of our faith? 

Whether it's a problem or a possibility, God will never give you anything bigger than you can handle. That means we can confidently walk into anything God brings our way. 

You can do all things through Christ (Philippians 4:13). Nothing is too big for God


FISHING LURES AND HOOK—Give each girl a hook and a lure to pin on their hat (take a hook, poke it thru their hat.  On the end take a small fish eraser and stick it onto the end of the hook so nobody gets poked with the hook.  Take a cheap lure (flies, mosquitos) bought at walmart in their fishing department and glue a pin onto the back of it)

Talk about how a fish is caught.   Have each young woman look closely at the hook.  There is the main hook, but what you don't really see unless you are looking is a smaller hook, which makes double sure the fish is hooked once it takes the bait.   Liken this to how Satan lures us in.   Satan makes things look attractive just like a hook with bait on it looks attractive to a fish.  Once the fish bites the hook though, it’s too late.  


FISHING LICENSE-
fishing license to put on their hat (We made small licenses by using stickers of Christ and on the bottom writing that this license entitles the bearer to be a disciple and follower of Christ)

A fishing license grants you the privilege of fishing for a certain number of days and limits you to how many fish you can catch.   There are limits in fishing just as there is in life.  Limits keep us safe.  Limits ensure that everyone has enough fish to catch and can enjoy the sport.  Limits in the gospel keep us safe from harm.   We are fortunate enough to have a book that helps us know what our limits are.  This is the “For the Strength of Youth” pamphlet.  In this book, we find an outline of what our limits are that can help keep us safe when we follow the counsel of our Prophet.

THURSDAY EVENING

TACKLE BOX-  small candy filled plastic box to pin on their hat

A tackle box holds lots of different things that help a fisherman.  A good fisherman continues to add lots of different things to his tackle box to have a variety of things to use.  The tackle box is like our testimonies.  We continue to add things (build to it) to help keep it strong.  Then we followed with a testimony meeting.

FRIDAY

Comment on how full our “good deed” fishing net is—We are all disciples of Christ when we are doing service for others.






SWIVEL HOOK BRACELETS

(we bought swivel hooks in small pkgs. at Walmart.  We hooked 8 of them together for each bracelet.  I also added small seed beads onto each hook to make all the value colors on the bracelet.  The girls loved them!)
Show bracelet to girls.  Explain that this bracelet is made by hooking many swivel hooks together.    Swivel hooks are used to tie on to fishing line so you can change hooks and lures quickly and easily without having to cut your fishing thread.    These bracelets represent how we are all “hooked” together in the gospel.  We are all Heavenly Father’s children and he wants all of us to return to Him.    When Christ told his disciples to be “fishers of men” he was asking them to bring all those to Come Unto Christ.  This is our goal in the Young Women program….is to Come unto Christ.   
