
Richard Gordon Scott
Heritage:  

Parents:  *Kenneth Leroy Scott, banker. *Mary Eliza Whittle
Doctors informed the family that their father and cancer and would live only a few more months at best.  Medical science could do no more.

One of the grief-stricken sons was a nuclear engineer, an expert on what man can do through the miracles of technology.  But in this situation, technology was helpless.

In a spirit of fasting and prayer, Richard Scott and his four brothers gathered a circle and give their father a priesthood blessing in which he was promised a full recovery.  The blessing was fulfilled.

“His father was not a member of the Church, and his mother was not active.  But they were people of principle, with high standards of integrity.

“Ezra Taft Benson, Then a member of the Quorum of the Twelve and US secretary of agriculture, was the Scott family’s stake president in Washington, D.C.  Richard’s father worked for him as assistant secretary of agriculture.  President Benson’s example—‘his integrity, his devotion, his great ability to defend principle—very deeply touched my father,’ says Elder Scott.  ‘As that relationship grew, President Benson had a significant influence in Dad’s conversion.’”

Another significant influence was the death of two grandchildren.  Kenneth and Marry Scott had two grandchildren die (both were Richard’s children).  One died at birth and another at the age of two during heart surgery.  When the two year old died Richard’s father (still a non-member of the Church at the time) was very bitter about God allowing this to happen.  Elder Scott’s mother told him that Elder Scott’s family would be alright because they had been sealed and were keeping their covenants.  She explained that they would have their little boy forever.  She also pointed out that she and her husband had no promise of having their children forever because they had not been sealed.  This event served as enough motivation for Kenneth Scott to start to think and soon he joined the church.
When Richard’s father was baptized, he invited President Benson to confirm him.  He and his wife subsequently served for more than ten years in the Washington Temple, where he was a sealer.

Born: November 7, 1928 in Pocatello, Idaho
Childhood and Youth: 

*Richard was raised in Washington, D.C.
*Richard developed an early interest in science.

“His parents encouraged him and his brothers to explore—to tinker with mechanical things, discover how they worked, build them, and repair them.  They even trusted the boys to fix the family car.  He smiles, ‘One time, as a joke, we put a caboose whistle on the exhaust pipe!’”
*Richard was an outgoing young man; he was a class president in high school, played clarinet in the band, and was drum major for the marching band. Although he excelled academically and was well liked, he lacked confidence socially and athletically and often felt alone.
“It wasn’t until he was a missionary that he discovered what could have eliminated those feelings.  ‘The expanded understanding of the gospel that came from an urgent desire to share the gospel with others filled all the voids of loneliness,’ he says.  ‘I began to recognize that those feelings need not have been part of my life if I had really understood the gospel.’”
*As a teen, to earn money in the summer, he worked on an oyster boat off the coast of Long Island.  Another summer he cut down trees in Utah for the forest service; He also repaired railroad train cars.

During a later summer, his application to work for the Utah park service was denied because all the jobs were taken.  He tucked away the rejection letter without telling anyone about it and left for Utah.  By the time he had made the trip across the United States, he had only tree cents left in his pocket.

“Didn’t you receive our letter?” asked the man when he showed up.

“Yes,” Richard replied, “but I would like to work anyway.  Is there a position as desk clerk? The man laughed incredulously.  Lowering his expectations, Richard asked, “How about bellboy?” He got hardly more than a laugh.  Swallowing hard, Richard pulled out all the stops, “All right,” he said “I’ll wash dishes!”.

“Forget it,” the man said “We don’t have any openings.”

Fingering the three pennies in his pocket, Richard was desperate. “I’ll wash dishes for two weeks,” he said, “and if you don’t like my work, you don’t have to pay me.”  At least that way he’d have a place to stay and eat, he figured.  The man relented.  Richard washed dishes—but he also went into the kitchen to see if he could help.  By summer’s end, he was the number two cook.
*Back at home, while attending George Washington University, “the Lord placed a bombshell in my little world:   Jeanene Watkins.”  Their budding relationship presented a problem for Richard’s carefully laid career plans.
Missionary/Military Service:  

*Before Richard had left for his mission, a professor had tried to dissuade him from going; he would be throwing away a promising career, the man said.  Richard went on the mission despite this pressure.

*Served a full-time mission in Uruguay.

“During his mission, he immersed himself in the Book of Mormon, and the foundation of his testimony became more sure.  He discovered that the more he forgot himself and served others, the stronger his faith became.  On one occasion, a family invited Richard and his companion to their home to explain what the Church taught—with an agreement not to try to convert them.  When they arrived they found another visitor: the head of another church for all of South America.  ‘He challenged and contradicted everything we said.  I was torn between trying to defend my beliefs with my neager knowledge, and keeping the commitment we’d made not to try to convert them.  I settled on doing the latter.  But when it was over, I went home feeling terrible.  I felt I had defended the Church poorly; I know my knowledge of  the gospel wasn’t what it had to be.  I did a lot of praying that night.’  The next day, the family invited the missionaries back.  They were embarrassed by what had occurred and were impressed that the elders had kept their promise, even though the other person hadn’t.  Now they wanted to be taught.  They were eventually baptized.’”

Family:  *Married Jeanene Watkins, the daughter of US Senator, Arthur V. Watkins, from Utah.
“I was really very much in love with Jeanene, and one night we had a quiet talk about what the future would hold for us.  I’m sure she didn’t realize the impact it would have, but she said to me, “When I marry, I’m going to marry a returned missionary in the temple.’  Now, I was in my last few months of school at the university, and hadn’t thought too much about going on a mission.  But you can be sure that I thought about it all that night and the next day!  Shortly after that I was in the bishop’s office and had made the decision to serve a mission.”
Sister Scott, who is a daughter of Utah’s late United States Senator Arthur V. Watkins, explains that “I was raised with a great desire to go on a mission, and I came from a very missionary-oriented family.  I think that’s why I wanted to marry a returned missionary.”

So the spring of 1950 brought new beginnings for both Richard and Jeanene.  He was called as a missionary to Uruguay, and she accepted a call to serve in the Northwestern States mission.  “I got home just a few months before he did,” she says, “and we were married in the Manti Temple about two weeks after his return.”

*Richard and Jeanene are the parents of seven children, five of whom are living.
“A daughter died just before birth, and six weeks later their two-year-old son died in heart surgery.  Hard as it was, ‘it was a real testimony-strengthening time for us,’ says Sister Scott.  ‘We just knew it was the will of the Lord.  As I look back on it now, I wonder how we were so strong about it.  But there are many blessings that come from these sadnesses.’”
Career: 
*A few weeks after returning from Uruguay, Richard was invited to be interviewed by Capjtain (later Admiral) Hyman G. Rickover for a job on a top-secret military project involving nuclear energy.
“The interview seemed to go miserably.  In response to one question, Richard mentioned his mission. ‘What mission?’  Captain Rickover demanded. ‘And what do I care about your mission?’

Richard reacted to that, because his mission had been such a precious time in his life. ‘Everything I really appreciate begain to mature in the mission field,’ he says. ‘So I decided to respond vigorously to every question.’

Then the captain asked, ‘What was the last book you read?’

‘The Book of Mormon,’ he responded.  And so it went through the rest of the interview.

With all hopes extinguished, Richard got up to leave. ‘Just a minute,’ said the captain.  ‘I’ve been testing you to see if you could stand up for what you believe.  This is not going to be an easy project.  We need people who can work with confidence.’

Richard got the job working on the design of the nuclear reactor for the Nautilus, the first nuclear-powered submarine. 
Later, while checking personnel records, he discovered the name of the professor who had urged him not to go on a mission; the man was now working under Richard’s direction, about three levels down.”

*Brother Scott worked for Admiral Rickover for twelve years.

*Brother Scott helped in the development of the first commercial land-based nuclear power plant.
Hobbies, Interests, Habits, Talents, and Tidbits:

*Jazz music, Painting (Richard—watercolors; Jeanene—Pastels), Hiking, Birding, and she helps him dance.
“A gift Jeanene has is to take things that I don’t do well, and because she has great capacity in them, she makes me think I’m good at them,” says Elder Scott.  “Take dancing, for example.  I can’t dance worth anything, but she dances beautifully.  And she makes it look like I know what I’m doing.  One time at a large stake activity we won a waltz contest!  Highly improbable since it was the first waltz we had ever done together!”

Hiking and birding—as a couple and as a family—have captured their interest in the last few years.  “Last summer we had some wonderful hikes in the mountains, just the two of us,” says Sister Scott.  “Wildflowers were everywhere!  We hiked farther and higher than we ever thought we would.”  There’s a bird feeder in the back yard, and when the family eats out on the patio, there’s always at least one pair of binoculars at the table.

Church Service:

*1965-1969 Mission President—Argentina Cordoba North Mission (37 years old)
*Regional Representative in Uruguay, Paraguay, North/South Carolina, Virginia, and Washington, D.C.
*1977 Called into the 1st Quorum of Seventy
*1983 Called to the Presidency of the 1st Quorum of Seventy

*1884 Executive Director of the Family History Department

*October 1, 1988 Sustained to Quorum of Twelve.

Sources:  Ensign, Jan. 1985; Jan 1989
