
Henry Bennion Eyring
Heritage:  

Grandparents on Father’s side:  Henry and Mary Bommeli
Grandfather on Mother’s side:  John Bennion

Parents:  “Henry Eyring – World Renowned Scientist and also taught chemistry at Princeton University.  He became Dean of the U of U Graduate School.  Described as “a simple Mormon boy from Pima, Arizona…a boy with deep faith…his achievements never changed him much.”
*Mildred Bennion—from Granger, Utah.  Graduated from the U of U and became Dean of the women’s physical education department at the U of U.  Went to the University of Wisconsin to get her doctorate; met her husband there.  “She could have been anything she wanted, but instead she chose to be a mother.”
Born: May 31, 1933 in Princeton, New Jersey.  Henry, or Hal as he was called, was the 2nd of three sons.
Childhood and Youth: 

*4 years old:  Spent a year in England while his father was a visiting professor at U of Manchester.
*5 years old: Had a profound experience while sitting in a chair backwards during a district conference.


Hal was sitting on the back row with his feet through the back of the chair and his back to the pulpit.  The final speaker was a tall thin man.  “I remember turning around somewhere near the end of the meeting as this person was speaking and seeing the light coming through a window.  The light was not significant except that I remember that much detail.  I do not know what he was speaking about, but an absolutely powerful experience came to me that he was a servant of God and that he was speaking the truth.” (CN, April 15, 1995, p.7)
*As a young child, he had an experience with a scripture that helped mold his life.

1 Cor. 13:4-8 “As a very small child, I had a spiritual experience that this particular scripture was true and that it had something to do with me.  I knew that someday I would have my own family-an odd thing for a little boy to think about.  I had a feeling that this scripture was describing the feeling that I would have of love and kindness and of peace that would be in my home.” (CN, April 15,1995, p.7)

*Hal’ and his two brothers were the only Aaronic Priesthood holders in the branch that first met in a hotel room and then moved to the Eyring home.  His mother would play the piano and lead by tapping her foot.  She also was known to tap her foot if the speakers got long winded.

*Self-education was modeled and formal education was emphasized in the Eyring home.  “Our home was filled with books, not just individual books, but multi-volume books.  We saw Dad reading them and Mom reading them, so we also read them.”

*Even though his father was a renowned scientist with a strict focus on education, he taught young Hal to have faith with an educational adage—“just do your homework and we’ll see how the test goes tomorrow.”  This simple statement has reminded Elder Eyring to always be prepared to do his very best.

*17 years old:  Family moved to Utah from New Jersey.


*Hal graduated from East High School in SLC.
Education:  

*Went to the U of U and majored in physics.

Elder Eyring asked his father for help one evening with a complex mathematical problem.  He relates.  “My father was at a blackboard we kept in the basement.  Suddenly he stopped.  ‘Hal’ he said, ‘we were working the same problem a week ago.  You don’t seem to understand is any better now than you did then.  Haven’t you been working on it?’”  A little chagrined, Hal admitted that he had not.  “You don’t understand,” his father went on, “when you walk down the street, when you’re in the shower, when you don’t have to be thinking about anything else, isn’t that what you think about?” “When I told him ‘no’, my father paused.  It was really a very tender and poignant moment because I knew how much he loved me and how much he wanted me to be a scientist.  Then he said, ‘Hal, I think you’d better get out of physics.  You ought to find something that you love so much that when you don’t have to think about anything, that is what you think about.’”  (Ensign, Sept 1995, p. 10,12)
*Went to Harvard to get a Masters of Business Administration degree.  After he got the degree he could not find a business he wanted to get into so he decided that what he really wanted to do was teach.  So he stayed at Harvard and got his PhD in business.
Missionary/Military Service:  *Elder Eyring did not serve a full-time mission because of the Korean War.
*He served in the Air Force for two years.  He spent all two years in New Mexico at the same base.

Before leaving for the military, in a bishops blessing he was promised that his military experience would be his mission and that he should approach it as such.  This blessing proved to be prophetic, for through Hal was originally sent by the Air Force to the Sandia National Laboratories near Albuquerque, New Mexico, for temporary schooling, circumstances were such that he stayed on there for the full two years of his duty.  Two weeks after his arrival, he was called as a district missionary in the western states mission.  He served almost two years to the day in that calling. (Ensign, Sept. 1995, p12)

Family: 
*While attending school at Harvard University, Hal served in the district presidency.  He was conducting a sunrise service for the young adults when he met his future wife (she was a California, but was attending summer school in Boston).  Her name was Kathleen Johnson.
After that sunrise service, Hal saw a young woman coming out of a grove to trees.  Not only was he struck by her beauty, but at that moment the words of President David O. McKay came to his mind:  “If you meet a girl in whose presence you feel a desire…to do and be your best, such a young woman is worthy of your love.”  Later Elder Eyring said, “That is exactly how I felt as I saw Kathleen for the first time.”  Hal and Kathleen were introduced at church the following Sunday.  “I knew Hal was someone special, Kathy remembers.  “He thought deeply about important things.”  (Ensign, Sept 1995, p.12)
*On their first date, Kathleen beat Hal soundly at tennis.

*Married to Kathleen Johnson on July 27, 1062, in the Logan Temple, by Spencer W. Kimball.  (Elder Kimball’s wife, Camilla, was an Eyring from the Mormon Colonies.)  Hal and Kathleen are the parents of 4 boys and 2 girls.

*As a family, they went on a lot of camping trips.  One night a strong wind cam up and Hal had to hold the center tent pole in the sand all night so that the tent would not blow over on them.  “That night is indicative of his life,” confides Sister Eyring, “he has been ‘holding up the tent’ in both calm and storm for our entire marriage.”

Career:  
*Moved to Palo Alto, California to be a professor at Stanford University.  They lived next door to her parents.  

*Taught one year at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MTT) as a visiting professor.  At this time Hal was serving as bishop of a young adult ward.  He took up tennis and basketball so he could play with his children.  He would always cook breakfast for the family on Saturday mornings.  Saturday morning was always set aside to work around the house.  Every Fast Sunday, Elder Eyring would interview each child.  They were extremely happy and seemed to have everything they could want in life until his wife nudged him one night.
“One night Kathy nudged me and asked, “Are you sure you are doing the right thing with you life?”  I was surprised.  Now remember my situation.  I have tenure at Stanford University.  I am the bishop of the Stanford Young Adult Ward.  We are living next to her parents.  I love what I am doing.  It’s like the Garden of Eden, right?  And then she asks me that question.  ‘Couldn’t you do studies for Neal Maxwell?’ she continued.  Understand something here.  Neal Maxwell was the commissioner of Church Education at the time.  Kathy didn’t even know him.  I didn’t know him.  When asked later about that night Kathy is not sure what brought forth that question.  She recalls, ‘We were very happy there, but somehow I felt like there was something more important that he should be doing.  I knew that his teaching at Stanford was wonderful, but I just felt there was something he could teach that would truly change lives.’  She knew about the Church Educational System and somehow remembered that Neal Maxwell was the commissioner, thus her comment.  It was enough.  Hal determined He would pray about it.  At first He got no answer, or so He thought.  But it wasn’t long after that when the phone rang and Commissioner Maxwell, who apparently knew of Hal Eyring, was on the line asking if Hal could come to Salt Lake City.  He went.  I was at my parents house in Salt Lake so Elder Maxwell came over there.  When we met the first words out of his mouth were, ‘Hal I’d like to ask you to be the President of Ricks College.’  You’ve got to remember I grew up in the East, and now I was living in California.  I have to admit I didn’t even know where Ricks College was then.  If you had asked me if it was a two or four-year college, I couldn’t have told you.” (Ensign Sejpt 1995, p. 12-13)
*President of Ricks College

*Called to be the Deputy Commissioner of Church Education under Jeffery R. Holland for 3 years and then as Commissioner of Church Education for 5 years.

Interest, Hobbies, Habits, Talents and Tidbits:

*Elder Eyring likes to cook.  He often surprises his wife with an early breakfast.
“Often, no matter how early Sister Eyring awakens in the morning, her husband has been up, set the table, and prepared a wonderful breakfast.  Whether waffles or biscuits, “the main course is always the scriptures.  He has taught the gospel in our home with great clarity and convistin, and, to make it all the clearer for us to understand,” she assures, “he has lived it.”
*Elder Eyring likes to paint with water colors.

Church Service:

*Bishop
*District Presidents Counselor

*Regional representative

*1985 Called to be the 1st Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric under Robert D Hales.

*1992 Called into the 1st Quorum of Seventy.

*1992 Called again as Commissioner of Church Education

*April 1, 1995 Ordained to Quorum of Twelve

“When you know something to be true, you should act upon that truth,” he once said.  Years ago, truth burned within the heart of young Henry B. Eyring and now Elder Eyring continues his lifetime of acting upon that truth.

“Jesus Christ lives; he has ‘tied’ himself to us, “says Elder Eyring, using the analogy of mountain climbers.  “Only we at great effort can break the tie.  I pray with my whole heart that we will understand what it means to be bound to a God who will let us climb freely—but is ready, should we slip, to break the fall.”




Sources:  Ensign, May 1985, p. 94; May 1995, p.105-6; Sepjt. 1995, p 12-13
